AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
Syllabus & Course Plan

Contact Information:

William Hause Jr. 

School Telephone:  980-343-6080

Email address: William.hause@cms.k12.nc.us

Mobile 1

Course Overview and Description

AP U.S. Government is a 4x4 course that will meet every other day for the entire school year. The course explores the political theory and daily operations of our government which shape public policy.   Students will learn about the basic rights afforded to citizens and the ways that the American people engage in politics.  

The course is also designed to prepare students to succeed on the AP Exam.  This year the exam will be at 8:00 on Tuesday, May 13th.  The exam itself contains a multiple choice section of 60 questions and a four part essay section that requires students to respond to various prompts that may employ quotes, graphs, or political cartoons. To this end we will do ample practice during the year to develop and hone our skills so that we are properly prepared to meet the AP College Board expectations

Strong performance on this exam can allow students to earn college-credit at most US universities for US government at the introductory level.  As such, this course will be taught in a manner consistent with an introductory level college course.  It requires a substantial amount of reading and outside research and exploration which will prepare students for discussion, debate, and participation in class. Students will develop a critical understanding of the American Political System and its strengths and weaknesses. Through the course, students will develop an enhanced understanding of their rights, responsibilities and duties as citizens. 

How to Survive: 

AP US Government requires a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study.  The most important factor in this class is consistent effort.  The reading load is heavy, but manageable.  You will read over 350 pages first semester alone.  You should read every day because if you skip a day, it means you must read even more the next day and so forth. We will not always be able to discuss each part of the reading.  However, you are ultimately responsible for understanding all material for testing. The amount of time required for homework for this class will vary with your reading speed. You should expect to do something for this class every day. Think of this course like training for a marathon. You cannot show up to the race and successfully run without training for months in advance.  Our race is May 13.  Let’s win it together.
Teaching Strategies

The course will utilize various strategies including: lecture, Socratic seminars, student presentations case studies, group analysis, and projects. Students will also be responsible to keep up with current events which relate to the course including interpretations of news articles, legislation, and documents. Each class will start with discussions of issues in foreign policy, international relations, or state and local government issues so they can maintain a journal. Students will be required to maintain a notebook which will include class notes, significant vocabulary from the Schmidt text, and their current events journal. 

Materials Required

3 ring binder and paper

Pens and pencils

Course Readings

Wilson, James . (2013). American Government Institutions and Policies. Bodton, MA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.
Serow, A. G., & Ladd, E. C. (2011). The Lanahan readings in the American Polity. Baltimore, MD: Lanahan
Publishers.
The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials (such as the Federalist Papers) short essays from the Lanahan Reader, original articles, and contemporary writings and analysis from the news and op-ed pieces.

Grading Scale & Breakdown

70% Tests, essays, and projects
30% Quizzes, homework, warm ups, exit tickets, assignments, Journal, and notebook

A: 93-100, B: 85-92, C: 77-84, D: 70-76, F: 0-69

Classroom Expectations/Responsibilities:

Achieve your goals by doing your best--complete assignments on time & prepare for tests.

Be responsible it is the key to success and the remedy for failure.

Respect everyone and their property.

Be prepared and punctual.

Be Helpful--take the initiative, keep our focus, and do not disrupt class

No food and drinks—water, and only water, is ok. 

No hats, cell phones, iPods, etc…


It’s easier to find success with a positive attitude

There is a very strong correlation between attendance and academic achievement. It is essential that you attend class, be on time and be prepared to be an active participant in your own learning.  All students are expected to adhere to the behavior policies outlined in the CMS Handbook. Students’ conduct should be respectful, responsible, and safe at all times.

HONOR CODE
Students will abide by the honor code statement “I have neither given nor received help on this assignment” for all assignments unless specifically exempted by the instructor.  Violations of the honor code pledge will result in a negative score for the assignment, a disciplinary referral to the office for action consistent with the school system policy on cheating for culprit and collaborator, and potential loss of status in honor societies.  Examples of violations of this policy include (but are not limited to) giving or receiving help on any in-class or take-home test, essay, or quiz, plagiarism of material on take-home essays, and discussion of any quiz, test, or essay questions with students who have not yet completed that assignment.

Tests

We will have chapter tests and unit tests.  Tests will be multiple choice and free response.  Since the AP exam has multiple choice questions, we will practice mc questions throughout the course as groups, quizzes, and for closure.  There are no retakes, so prepare for each test.  There will be chapter tests and unit tests.  Each test will include new and old material so you should not cram for the test only to forget it afterward.  Questions will include big ideas, analyzing and interpreting data from charts, maps, graphs, forming arguments, connecting the past to the present, and documents.  There are no Retests!  If you are not successful on a test, you will have the opportunity to do test corrections after school to regain some of the lost points.   
Current Events

The last section of your notebook will be used for current events.  Each student will be given a Current events checklist for the quarter.  It will be their responsibility to bring in news articles, political cartoons, graphs, etc. to present to the class.  We will spend the first 15-20 minutes of class allowing people to present what they have found to cross off the different boxes.  When you present an article, you will need to turn in a copy of the article/cartoon/graph with a write up summarizing the item, connecting it to our course, and your opinion.  You will be required to keep a journal of what you find as well as the findings of your classmates.  Keep track of the dates of the articles.  If someone presents your item before you do, you will not receive credit for the item.  Major tests will have questions that connect to current events.  Current event articles must be CURRENT and come from respected news outlets—CNN, Time, New York Times, Charlotte Observer, US News & World Report, The Economist, etc.  If you have a smart phone, I recommend that you set up bookmarks to make it easier to check every day.  Your articles can be about any of the following topics in U.S. Government:
· Constitution/Constitutionality

· Public Opinion

· Political Parties

· Interest Groups

· Congress, Supreme Court, President, executive agencies

· Public Policy (domestic or foreign)
· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Keeping a good journal will also be helpful in that you will write a final paper for the course that will explore one of the topics we have covered in class and make predictions for the next year.  The journal could help you find source material that will help with your research.

Class Participation

We will discuss current events, primary source documents, op-ed pieces, and various readings through group discussions, panels, and Socratic seminars.  It is your responsibility to read the assigned readings and to participate in the discussions. Asking questions, developing opinions, and defending positions are an important way to develop the analysis skills necessary for the exam so participation will be graded.  Students will also be given the chance to lead discussions.  

Assignments/Homework

There will be various in class assignments and homework assignments.  These include article summaries and responses, posters, cartoons, Supreme Court Briefs, Free Response Questions, cartoon analysis, various writing prompts.

Final Paper

After the AP exam, students will write a research paper.  Possible topics include: election comparisons, presidency comparisons, policy comparisons, evolution of congressional power, evolution of presidential power, and evolution of civil rights. Specific instructions about paper length, source requirements are forthcoming 

**Students should expect to read, study, and work over fall break, winter holidays, and spring break.  

Absences-Late Work-Make up work

Attendance in class is absolutely essential to the successful completion of the course and to the attainment of a passing grade on the Advanced Placement Examination.  You are required to make up missed assignments, it is not the instructor’s job to hunt you down to give it to you.  If you are absent when something is due, the assignment is due the next day you come to school—even if you are not in my class that day.  You may turn in late work but your score will be severely reduced.  If you miss a test, you must schedule to make up the test after school within seven school days.  There are NO RETAKES. You will have the opportunity to do test corrections after school to gain some of the lost points if you score poorly.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility for making up missed work.
Additional Help

The AP experience may place greater demands on students than those to which they are accustomed.  It is likely that you will need to meet with the instructor from time to time to overcome problems you are having.  I welcome those opportunities to help you one-to-one, and I encourage you to make arrangements to see me if you're experiencing difficulty.

Course Schedule & Pacing Guide

UNIT ONE (12 days) Constitutional Underpinnings 
UNIT TWO (21 Days) Political Beliefs/Behaviors, Elections, Interest Groups/Political Parties/Media

UNIT THREE (20 Days) Institutions of National Government

UNIT FOUR (10 Days) Public Policy 

UNIT FIVE (8 Days)  Civil Liberties/Civil Rights 
EXAM REVIEW (8 Days)
FINAL PAPER (6 Days)

